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Meetings: 

 

Election Day is Tuesday, June 12th.  All wards will be in operation and the Buker Center is now 

the Ward 1 Polling Place. 

 

On Thursday, June 14, 2018 there will be a City Council Informational Meeting in Council 

Chambers beginning at 6:30 p.m. Agendas are included in your Council Packets. 

 

Other Items:  

 

We have a busy agenda lined up for Thursday’s informational meeting.  It includes some 

discussion about the possibility of two-way traffic on Water Street (I did advise you recently that 

I didn’t expect to have this on an agenda before July as we still await more information from 

MDOT – and that is still the case - but after discussion with the Mayor this morning it is on this 

week to respect the wishes of the Augusta Downtown Alliance to continue the dialogue). Related 

to this item, the ADA is requesting that you allow them to use $1,579.70 of $2,500 that was 

appropriated last year for a signage grant program to instead help pay for the consultant they 

brought to Augusta last week to make a presentation on the merits of two-way traffic on Water 

Street. The third item that the ADA would like to address to you on Thursday is permission to 

place certain sculpted artwork in downtown City parks this summer.  

 

Also Thursday evening, DPW Director Lesley Jones will provide an update on where we are 

with new policy changes from ecomaine regarding our recycling program. Over a recent two-

week period, the City was billed $728 ($375 of which was credited back during the transition 

period for a net bill of $353) in additional tipping fees to ecomaine due to contaminants 

(materials that they do not recycle) in the bins when they arrived at the ecomaine facility. I 

assume that will lead to some discussion about what, if any, changes will be necessary to our 

local program to avoid these costs getting out of hand. 

 

Also present Thursday evening will be representatives of Augusta Trails to explain why they 

wish to donate their mechanized winter trail grooming equipment to the City (Parks and 

Cemeteries Bureau specifically). Essentially it has to do with the high cost that they incur 

providing property and casualty insurance (about $3,000 a year) and how that money could be 

used for annual trail maintenance and enhancement. With proper safety training, the limited 

number of volunteers that Parks will allow to use that equipment we can absorb the potential 

liability into our blanket policies without a significant increase in premiums (what some might 

term a “win-win” situation). 
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Reports are that this weekend’s music and food truck festival was a success (especially for the 

first year) and there are already plans for next year. Community Services Director Leif Dahlin 

also reports as follows: 

 
I was informed by Wendy Somes a week or so ago that the City has booked just 

over 300 events in City Parks this summer.  The events range from small 

family birthday parties, a wedding or two, group picnics for many agencies 

and organizations, road races and walks, Faith based community events, 

fundraises such as the Travis Mills Foundation and a number of festivals. We 

even hosted Cony High School Sr. class picnic at Bicentennial Nature Park.  

 

C: Department and Bureau Directors 

 Legislative Delegation  


